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him. There is thus a strong prima facie presumption against
government interference with the natural flow of competitive
imports.
§ 4. This presumption is not, however, decisive. Obviously
it is not decisive when protective duties are advocated on
military or social grounds; the military advantage of not
having to rely on importation, which might be interrupted in
time of war, of certain key products; the social advantage of
life on the land. But it is not decisive even when economic
considerations alone are relevant. The reasoning behind it
does, indeed, warrant the inference that the direct and im-
mediate effects of leaving those imports unrestricted are
economically beneficial to the importing community. But,
as List urged long ago, direct and immediate effects are not
the sole effects. " The power of producing wealth ", he wrote,
" is infinitely more important than wealth itself." l Conse-
quently : " The nation must sacrifice and give up a measure
of material prosperity in order to gain culture, skill and powers
of united production ; it must sacrifice some present advantage
in order to insure to itself future ones. ... It is true that
protective duties at first increase the price of manufactured
goods ; but it is just as true, and, moreover, acknowledged by
the prevailing economical school, that in the course of time,
by the nation being enabled to build up a completely developed
manufacturing power of its own, those goods are produced
more cheaply at home than the prices at which they can be
imported from foreign parts." 2 When List wrote, England
had established herself as the dominant manufacturing Power.
He did not deny that, for the moment, continental nations
would obtain the largest return to their capital and labour by
confining themselves to agriculture and buying manufactured
goods from her. But he perceived that the commodities which
a country can now produce most easily are not necessarily
identical with those which it has the greatest natural ad-
vantages for producing. 3?or natural advantages require for
their development time and exercise. The building-up of
manufacturing power, involving, as it does, the training of
workmen, the perfecting of machinery, of transport, of credit
and of market organisation, may take years to accomplish.8
1 A National System of Political Economy, p. 133.
* Of. Ibid. pp. 144-5.	8 Ibid. p. 300.

